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President’s Report Bradley Brauer

Here Comes  
Summer!

O U R  M O N T H LY B O A R D 
meetings will be taking a break for 
July and August.   Also, this mag-
azine will be taking a break for 
July and August.   We will return 
to monthly meetings and publica-
tion of Inside Willo in September.  
We will, of course, be available 
to our neighbors should anyone 
have a question.  

Due to the increased atten-
dance at our board meetings, we 
will be looking for a new meeting 
place. We aim to find a place close 
by that is easily accessible for our 
neighbors. I’m thrilled that more 
neighbors are getting involved 
and would love to see attendance 
continue to grow.  

Summer is historically a time 
to get out of town for many Willo 
residents.  If that’s on your agen-
da, take a moment to share the 
dates you’ll be out of town with 

your neighbors, particularly those 
closest to you. Let them also 
know of anyone who might be at 
your home during your absence.   
For example, my neighbors know 
my dog/house sitter, who has been 
taking care of our home and pets 
for almost 20 years.  They’re used 
to him, his car, etc.  Simple things 
like that can alert our neighbors to 
something unexpected and keep 
our homes safe.  

Special thanks to Lewis resi-
dent Bobbi Ryals, who has taken 
over the Block Watch Chair posi-
tion in the last few months; Bob-
bi has found a Block Captain for 
over 90% of the blocks in Willo. 
Those captains help get com-
munication flowing through the 
neighborhood and alert us all to 
crimes as they occur in our area.  

I encourage all of you to get to 
know the captain on your street 
and share any information regard-
ing crimes or attempted crimes at 
your property.   For those of us 
with alleys, I’d also like to encour-
age homeowners to keep them 
picked up and trimmed to dis-
courage unauthorized folks from 
going there.  

Enjoy your summers, what-
ever your plans may be. We’ll be 
back to regular board meetings 
on September 12th at 6:30 pm 
and regular delivery of Inside 
Willo towards the beginning of 
September.  ■

Inside 

JUNE24
ON THE COVER:
TOU, NICK AND 
ROBYN’S DOG 
ON VERNON AVE., 
PEEKS UP OVER 
FALLEN PALO 
VERDE BLOSSOMS 
AND HELPS WITH 
BLOCK WATCH. 
COVER PHOTOS BY  
LARA CERRI (VERNON)
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WILLO BOARD OF DIRECTORS		
BRAD BRAUER (PRESIDENT ) 	 brad@b3re.com	
W. AARON MONTAÑO SEARLES 	 wsearles@gmail.com 
( VICE PRESIDENT ) 	 		
NIKKI ARMSTRONG (SECRETARY ) 	 happinesstogo@gmail.com
LINDA DOESCHER ( TREASURER) 	 ldoescher@kcpagels.com
WYLIE CARHART T 	 wylie.carhartt@gmail.com		
DAN CHILDERS 	 dan.childers@asu.edu		
ERIC GILMORE 	 eric.b.gilmore@gmail.com		
SANDRA LEFCOVICH	 lefcovichmoreno@gmail.com	 	
JONATHAN ROBERTS 	 jon@ilovetosing.com		
L ARA SANDS 	 ldsands@hotmail.com
JEREMY SCHACHTER 	 jeremys@fairwaymc.com	 	
JIM W. SMITH 	 jameswsmith@yahoo.com	 	
PATRICE WAPPEL 	 iwilliam@cox.net	
DR . ROBERT CANNON	 rlcannon7@gmail.com  
(PRESIDENT EMERITUS)

COMMITTEES
3.5 TRAFFIC & SAFETY ACTION COMMITTEE  
DR . ROBERT CANNON, CHAIR                   rlcannon7@gmail.com 

BLOCK WATCH 
BOBBI RYALS,  CHAIR	 Bobbi.Lu.Ryals@gmail.com 
	
BYLAWS REVIEW COMMITTEE 
L ARA SANDS,  CHAIR	 ldsands@hotmail.com

COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY COMMITTEE 
SANDRA LEFCOVICH, CHAIR 	 lefcovichmoreno@gmail.com
LINDA DOESCHER 	 ldoescher@kcpagels.com
JEREMY SCHACHTER 	 jeremys@fairwaymc.com
W. AARON MONTAÑO SEARLES 	 wsearles@gmail.com	

HISTORIC REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL 
GENE NANCE 	 genenance1@yahoo.com

HOME TOUR 2025 COMMITTEE
COURTNEY SOUTHERL AND, CO-CHAIR 	 willohometours@gmail.com
CRAWFORD BREEDLOVE,  CO-CHAIR  	 crawford@alliancebc.us

INSIDE WILLO MAGAZINE
SANDRA LEFCOVICH, EDITOR 	 lefcovichmoreno@gmail.com	
MEGAN DESMOND MARTINEZ,  
    ADVERTISING DIRECTOR	 insidewilloadvertising@gmail.com 
RALPH GROOM, ART DIRECTOR 	 ralphgroom3@gmail.com 

KLEANSTREETS/YARD SALE 
PATRICE WAPPEL,  CHAIR 	 iwilliam@cox.net

LUMINARIAS 
CHRIS NORTON, CHAIR 	 VividViews@gmail.com

SOCIAL & WELCOME COMMITTEE
JONATHAN ROBERTS,  CHAIR 	 willosocialcommittee@gmail.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA
JEREMY SCHACHTER ,  CHAIR 	 jeremys@fairwaymc.com

WILLO KIDS CLUB  
VALERIE L ANE	 ValerieLane@gmail.com

ZONING COMMITTEE 
BRAD BRAUER ,  CHAIR 	 brad@b3re.com

	
WILLO WEBSITE	
WWW.WILLOPHX.COM is  
regularly updated with  
news, events, & past issues  
of Inside Willo. 
		
WILLO HISTORIC  
NEIGHBORHOOD  
ASSOCIATION BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
Established in 1986, the WNA 
Board consists of 13 volunteer 
positions elected biennially by the 
membership. WNA is not a Home-
owners’ Association (HOA);  
It does not collect dues; Its mission 
is to preserve Willo’s historic des-
ignation and community quality. 
WNA meetings are open, all Willo 
residents may attend. Bylaws, 
registration, and agendas are 
available on WILLOPHX.COM.
			 
INSIDE WILLO MAGAZINE
Inside Willo magazine is a 
communication instrument  
of the Willo Neighborhood  
Association (WNA) to share 
and highlight Home Tour, Block 
Watch, Kids Club, Zoning, Historic 
Preservation, WNA Board business 
and elections, internal committee 
news, and any City of Phoenix 
business affecting Willo.

Inside Willo is published  
monthly and is free of charge. 
Residents are encouraged to 
submit articles (125-500 words) by 
the 10th of each month. Resident 
business owners are encouraged 
to advertise in the magazine.  
The editor retains the right to edit 
material as needed, attribute the 
author, and determine when to 
print submissions or use on Willo 
social media, WILLOPHX.COM, 
and promotional materials. WNA 
retains the right to perpetually 
use all photos, media, and articles. 
Inside Willo does not accept 
political content or ads. Inside 
Willo is posted on WILLOPHX.
COM. No copies may be reprinted 
electronically or otherwise.	
		
PHOENIX POLICE		
CAO BEN HARRIS	  
benjamin.harris@phoenix.gov	
602-684-3079	
CRIMESTOP	 	
602-262-6151

Willo Contacts

Inside 

mailto:ldsands%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://WWW.WILLOPHX.COM
mailto:benjamin.harris%40phoenix.gov?subject=
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From the Editor

 2
4

 
SATURDAY,  
JUNE  8th 
Willo Block Watch & 
Kids Club Dusk til Dawn 
Party and Scavenger 
Hunt - 7:15:00 PM	
LOCATION: Walton 
Park, corner of Third 
Ave and Monte Vista
See Flyer	 		
	
THURSDAY,   
JUNE  13th
Willo Neighborhood 
Association Board 
Meeting - 6:30pm - 
8:00pm;  
LOCATION: Oven & 
Vine - 14 W. Vernon 
Avenue

FRIDAY,  
JUNE  28th
Willo Home Tour 

Committee Planning 
Meeting - 6:00 - 7:00pm	
LOCATION: 541 W. 
Palm Lane
	 	

LOOKING 
AHEAD
JULY 26th &  
AUGUST 23rd  
2025 Willo Home Tour 
Committee Summer 
Planning Meetings, 
6:00 - 7:00pm	
LOCATION: 541 W. 
Palm Lane

THURSDAY,   
SEPT. 12th
Willo Neighborhood 
Association Board 
Meeting - 6:30pm - 
8:00pm   
LOCATION: TBD

FRIDAY,   
SEPT. 13th
Willo Social Event  
LOCATION: TBD
 
As always, please check 
WILLOPHX.COM 
or THE OFFICIAL 
WILLO HISTORIC 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
FACEBOOK PAGE for the 
latest updates. ■	J

U
N

E
HOME TOUR 2024 WAS A 
great success; Courtney and 
Crawford, along with a brigade of 
volunteers, delivered novel expe-
riences to all who attended. Ticket 
sales were excellent, and we had a 
record number of vendors and 
attendees. Talented musicians 
played at almost every house and 
gave spirited performances on 
the main stage both Saturday and 
Sunday. The homeowners who 
opened up their beautiful homes 
were gracious and welcoming. 
Together, we all created an unfor-
gettable event we can be proud of!

Thanks to Jonathan, our Hap-
py Hours are better attended 

than ever. Valerie has teamed up 
with other WNA committees and 
nearby neighborhoods to orga-
nize Kids Club events that engage 
whole families, fostering inclu-
sivity and fun in our community. 
With Bobbi at the helm, Block 
Watch is growing more robust. 
Jeremy is expanding our Willo 
text service and boosting our so-
cial media presence. Dr. Cannon 
is driving the completion of the 
3rd/5th Ave construction project. 
And Chris, I can’t wait to see this 
year’s Luminaria display in De-
cember; if we continue this trend, 
it’s bound to be the best one ever!

Inside Willo has been con-

sistently successful. Residents 
have submitted an engaging series 
of articles and photos. Communi-
ty advertisements which support 
the publication, have increased. I 
am also delighted that Lara will 
shoot the cover photos for the 
next several months!

Lastly, I’d like to thank the res-
idents on each street who volun-
teer to deliver Inside Willo to your 
doorstep each month. I provide a 
box of magazines, which they 
diligently distribute to your door!

I am eagerly anticipating the 
second half of 2024 and what 2025 
has in store for Willo!

Have a great summer!  ■

What a Year We’ve Had so Far!

Calendar
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“Modern Solutions for Historic Homes”

(480) 991.2815  |   KopmanGraybeard.com

We restore and remodel historic homes.

Licensed - Bonded – Insured   |   ROC 281293/ROC 281294

Accepting New Projects Starting May 2024 

Experienced in all phases of construction and restoration.

> > >     H O M E  T O U R  2 0 2 4  V E N D O R  A D V E R T I S E M E N T < < <
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Social Committee

ARTICLE & PHOTO BY JON ROBERTS (GRANADA)  

So Long, from the Social  
Committee — For Now!

AS THE DAYS STRETCHED 
into months and the sun dipped 
lower on the horizon, our com-
munity in Willo found a delightful 
rhythm in the form of monthly 
happy hours. These gatherings, 
hosted by generous neighbors 
all over Willo, continued to be 
the cornerstone of camaraderie, 
laughter, and shared experiences 
that truly embody the spirit of our 
tight-knit neighborhood.

Each month, a different neigh-
bor graciously opened their 
doors and hearts to welcome us 
all in. From the nostalgia of the 
1980s to the cozy vibes of winter 
wonderlands, every happy hour 
brought a unique theme that add-
ed spice to our evenings. Wheth-
er we were “camping under the 
stars” in a backyard or indulging 
in the warmth of a fiesta, these 
gatherings became the highlight 
of each month.

But what truly made these hap-
py hours special was not just the 
themes or the meticulously crafted 
decorations—it was the sense of 
community that blossomed with-
in those walls. Neighbors brought 
more than just food and drinks; 
they brought stories, laughter, and 

a genuine desire to connect. Each 
shared dish was a testament to the 
bonds we were forging, one con-
versation at a time.

As the Willo Social Committee 
Chair, I am overwhelmed with 
gratitude to witness the magic of 
these gatherings unfold. Seeing 
neighbors transform into friends 
and witnessing the social fabric 
of our community grow stronger 
with each passing month has been 
an absolute joy. It’s moments 
like these that remind me of the 
power of coming together and 
building something greater than 
ourselves.

As we bid adieu to our month-
ly rendezvous for now, let us not 
mourn the end but celebrate 
the memories we’ve created and 
the friendships we’ve nurtured. 
While we take a break from our 
official gatherings, rest assured 
that we will return in September 
with fresh energy and exciting 
new ideas to further enrich our 
community.

So, to all our wonderful neigh-
bors who opened their homes 
and hearts, shared their stories 
and laughter, and made these 
happy hours truly unforgetta-
ble—thank you. Here’s to the 
past, the present, and the future 
adventures that await us in Wil-
lo. Cheers to community, friend-
ship, and the beautiful tapestry 
we weave together ■
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NOW OPEN for 
Pickup or DeliveryA DELICIOUS SELECTION OF 

EMPANADAS

Willo Resident Owned & Operated

BEEF, CHICKEN, SEAFOOD, VEGETARIAN,
DULCE DE LECHE, NUTELLA, 
APPLE CINNAMON, & MORE!

ORDER TODAY!
 SCAN QR CODE

For pickup orders, visit Highland Food Hub
720 W Highland Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85013

ALSO CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY 
OF PASTAS & OTHER 
URUGUAYAN FAVORITES!

(602) 313-0904
info@uruguayankitchen.com

10% Off First Order! 
USE CODE: WILLO 

(Limited Time Only)
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BY TRICIA AMATO (LEWIS) 

L AS T M O N T H, I  W ROT E 
about an iconic house threatened 
with demolition and told you 
about the “victory” that resulted 
from hundreds of Phoenicians 
voicing their concerns about the 
need to conserve it. This month, I 
will introduce you to yet another 
iconic property under threat of 
demolition—The Mystery Castle.

The Mystery Castle was built 
by hand by a man named Boyce 
Gulley for his daughter Mary 
Lou. Boyce came to Arizona from 
Seattle in the 1930s because he 
had tuberculosis and was advised 
that the desert climate would 
help his condition. While here, he 
decided to build a castle using lo-
cal and inexpensive materials, in-
cluding stone, adobe, auto parts, 
old telephone poles, and railroad 
tracks. It is said to be held togeth-
er by a mixture of cement, calci-
um, and goat’s milk. The house 
has 18 rooms, including a cantina, 
chapel, and dungeon, and many 
unique features such as turrets, a 
cantilevered staircase, 13 fireplac-
es, and several patios and decks.

Gulley died in 1945 before fin-
ishing the Castle or relocating 
his wife and daughter to Phoe-
nix. Mary Lou was 22 years old 
at the time of her father’s death 
when she and her mother inher-
ited and eventually moved into 
the large mansion. At this time, 
the house had no electricity or 
plumbing (it was added in the 

1990s), but it did have many se-
cret cubbies filled with surpris-
es from Boyce. These included 
gold nuggets, money, jewelry, 
and other special items that he 
hid for his daughter to find. A 
1948 Life Magazine article enti-
tled “Life Visits a Mystery Cas-
tle” gave the house its name. In 
1992, it was designated a Phoe-
nix Point of Pride. Mary Lou and 
her mother opened the house to 
tours early on, and as Phoenix 
grew, the Castle — situated at 
the very end of 7th Street, at the 
base of South Mountain — be-
came a well-known destination. 

Mary Lou died in 2010, and 
the Castle is currently owned by 
the Mystery Castle Foundation, 
a non-profit organization. Un-
fortunately, vandalism in 2022 
caused over $100,000 in dam-
age and has closed the Castle to 
tours. The non-profit doesn’t 
have deep pockets, and the city 
is concerned that the property 
is unsafe and is asking the Foun-
dation to either fix it or tear it 

down. The Foundation did apply 
for a demolition permit and is 
currently in the “one-year stay 
period,” giving interested par-
ties time to find a solution to the 
site’s problems. 

One interested party may be 
the Kohler Foundation, the phil-
anthropic arm of the Kohler Com-
pany. The Kohler Foundation is 
committed to the preservation of 
artistic buildings, environments, 
and installations, especially those 
of little-known or self-taught art-
ists. They toured the property 
recently and expressed interest in 
this unique and very special place 
in Phoenix. While nothing official 
has been agreed upon, they will 
present a possible Mystery Castle 
preservation effort to their board 
in June.   ■

Tricia is a City of Phoenix Historic 
Preservation Commissioner. Visit 
phoenix.gov/pdd/historic-preserva-
tion for information regarding his-
toric guidelines and approvals. Reach 
Tricia at amatotricia@gmail.com.

Living (in) History  
A Regular Column about Historic Preservation

Another Possible Demolition 
of a Landmark Property

Primary view of  
the Castle.

http://phoenix.gov/pdd/historic-preservation
http://phoenix.gov/pdd/historic-preservation
mailto:amatotricia%40gmail.com?subject=
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Get the Facts about  
Your Financial Future
Tandem takes the guesswork out of retirement planning. Using both 
mathematical modeling and computer simulation, our proprietary financial 
planning model HandlebarTM utilizes a combination of fixed data points  
(age, current savings, and social security) along with a few variable data points 
(retirement spending needs and market returns) to help predict the likelihood  
of success in retirement given certain conditions and parameters.

Tandem worked closely with a probabilistic programmer trained at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) to develop HandlebarTM. Our  
AI engineer focuses on Bayesian inference and probabilistic programming. 

Call us to discuss your retirement plans and a financial model tailored to you. 

Local, independent investment manager.

As seen: CNBC, Barron’s, Bloomberg  
and Yahoo! Finance 

tandemwealth.com/nextlevel
Tel: 602-635-3600 
1850 N Central Avenue, Suite 330 
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Amy Bush, CFA C. Angus Schaal, CFP®

Tandem Wealth is an investment adviser registered with the SEC, using Charles Schwab & Co as custodian for client accounts.

Financial Planning Model
Firstname Lastname, Firstname Lastname

© 2024 TANDEM WEALTH ADVISORS LLC

Capital Needs vs. Investment Portfolio

$3,000,000

$2,000,000

$1,000,000

$2,500,000

$1,500,000

$500,000

$2,750,000

$1,750,000

$750,000

$2,250,000

$1,250,000

$250,000

0

68 73 78 83 8869 74 79 84 8971 76 81 86 91 92 93 9470 75 80 85 9072 77 82 87 95

Stocks 60%

Bonds 40%

Geometric Portfolio Return

Inflation

Real Return
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St. Deviation

0.2

Correlation

6.00%
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3.35%

3.00%

0.35%
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ReturnAllocation

Age - Firstname

Age - Firstname

Amount Required (gross)

Current Savings

75

76

$159,884

2030

71

72

$142,055

2026

73

74

$150,706

2028

69

70

$133,900

2024

74

75

$155,227

2029

70

71

$137,917

2025

72

73

$146,316

2027

68

69

$130,000

$1,745,000

2023

Husband - Pension

Firstname - Social Security

Gap

Firstname - Social Security

$17,112

$26,304

$91,801

$17,112

$26,304

$76,829

$17,112

$26,304

$84,072
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$26,304

$70,042
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$26,304
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$26,304

$66,448
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Investment Portfolio

Short

Funds Needed

Probability

Annual Withdrawal Rate

Monte Carlo Return

$1,577,506

-$1,052,219

$2,629,725

100%

$1,678,127

-$939,617

$2,617,744

100%

$1,652,745

-$978,272

$2,631,017

100%

$1,720,315

-$871,432

$2,591,747

100%

$1,573,048

-$1,059,266

$2,632,314

100%

$1,701,468

-$904,761

$2,606,228

100%

$1,626,758

-$999,324

$2,626,082

100%

4.07%

2.71%

4.31%

3.31%

4.58%

3.29%

4.94%

1.82%

5.59%

7.13%

5.82%

0.52%

6.06%

6.50%

ADMIN  |  LOG OUT

Objectives
Get to over $1 million in net worth 

Debt free by the age of 45

35% of my net worth should be in stock

Overview
Age: Mary 43, Tom 42
Annual Income: $200,000
Monthly Debt Payments: $2,000
Est. Total Monthly Expenses: $10,000
Est. Monthly Surplus: $4,700
Savings allocation:

Cash Flow Summary

Handlebar Results
Handlebar generated a 70% probability score through age 86.
70% or greater means that your portfolio should sustain your standard of living through age 86.

History Investment Net Worth Snapshot

Assets Liabilities

Cash $150,000 Mortgage $30,000

Real Estate $509,000 Other Debts $35,000

Investments $275,000 Credit Cards $4,000

Other Assets $56,000 Student Loans $32,000

NET WORTH $889,000

Mary and Tom Jones 01/19/2024

Cash Reserve $783
IRA $783
Roth IRA $783
Taxable Brokerage $783
Other $784
Travel $784

Strategy
Manage stock options (exercise 
for financial independence while 
minimizing taxes)

In Progress

Build a strong cash reserve of $50,000 On Track
Pay off all credit card debt over the next 
three months with surplus

In Progress

Discretionary 4% Non-discretionary 3%
Savings 56% Taxes 4% Housing 30%

Other debt 3%

01/22 06/22 01/23 06/23

$70.0K

$140.0K

$210.0K

$280.0K

http://tandemwealth.com/nextlevel


I N S I D E  W I L L O /  15W I L L O P H X . C O M

Inside 

Block Watch

BY BOBBI RYALS (LEWIS)  

May Block Watch News
WE HAD A VERY SUCCESSFUL 
Willo Block Watch relaunch 
meeting with the Block Watch 
Captains from each block on Sat-
urday, April 27th, at Walton Park. 
Captains were given “Important 
Numbers” magnets for every 
household, and some blocks re-
ceived alley signs; the remaining 
blocks will get signs in July when 
we receive more grant funding. 
We also heard from our Commu-
nity Action Officer, Ben Harris, 
about the Alley Gates Program 
and Phoenix Neighborhood Pa-
trol. Here are links to both pro-
grams so you can learn more: 
F https://www.phoenix.gov/
nsdsite/Pages/Gated-Alley-
Program.aspx
Fhttps://www.phoenix.gov/
police/resources-information/
neighborhood-patrol

If you still have questions after 
reading the information, please 
feel free to reach out to your cap-
tains.

I’m happy to announce the 
formation of a Block Watch 
(BW) Committee with the fol-
lowing members: Lisa Burkstaller 
(300 block Vernon), Dan Mas-
ters (500 block Vernon), Aaron 
Montaño-Searles (100 block 
Edgemont), and Susan Slonaker 
(100 block Holly). I’m so grate-
ful to have these incredible peo-
ple helping me get Block Watch 
back on track after the pandemic. 
Note: I am thrilled to report that 
we only have two blocks without 
captains; hopefully, we will be at 
100% by next month. Thank you, 
captains!!!

Our NEW captains are:
FKeith Aldridge; 100 block of 
Granada
FTheresa Jorgensen; 300 & 500 
blocks of Granada
FPatty Gough; 500 block of 
Encanto
FMike Carson; 100 block of 
Virginia
FFrank Rampulla: 500 block of 
Wilshire

We NEED Captains on:
F300 block of Holly
F300 block of Cypress 

Crime report: 
FOn May 10th, around noon, 
there was an attempted break-in 
in the 100 block of Almeria. The 
alarm system went off, and police 
were notified. The police arrived 
and arrested the suspect, who had 
an outstanding felony warrant. 
FOn May 3rd, an unhoused 
man was reportedly sleeping in 
the drainage basin (property of 
the Fairfield Inn) at 1st Ave and 
Wilshire. There was drug par-
aphernalia on site, and he was 
reportedly banging on the wall, 
which is adjacent to the guest-
house next door. Since becoming 
aware of this as an ongoing prob-
lem, I have contacted our Com-
munity Action Officer, Ben Har-
ris. Since reporting it, the man has 
not been seen in the area.
FOn April 19th, an incident of 
bias graffiti was reported on the 
300-block alley between Encanto 
and Vernon. “Bias graffiti” refers 
to a tag that negatively targets a 
particular group of people, e.g., 

race, sexuality, or  religion. If any 
residents have alley video of this 
incident, please forward it to wil-
loblockwatch@gmail.com. The 
incident has already been report-
ed to Phoenix PD and Graffiti 
Busters.
FWe continue to have illegal 
dumping in our alleys. Please 
remind your landscapers to bag 
grass clippings and either haul 
them to the dump or agree to al-
low them to dispose of the waste 
in your personal trash bin. 
FThe sheer volume of yard waste 
being dumped in some Willo 
alleys is the equivalent of a full 
day’s worth of work! Alley cam-
eras catch license plates, and 
residents are calling in the illegal 
dumping. You may also want to 
mention that urinating in the al-
leys is illegal, and this is also being 
caught on security cameras. Reit-
erate that it is especially disturb-
ing for the BW chair to view! 
FOn May 2nd, multiple large al-
ley trash bins overturned from 
Wilshire down to Almeria. The 
suspect was caught on security 
video, and the case was turned 
over to Phoenix PD.  ■

Remember to report crimes 
and suspicious activity to 
the police and share it with 
your BW captain. Let’s keep 
Willo safe!
 
Emergency: 9-1-1
Crime Stop (Non-emergency): 
602-262-6151
Graffiti: 602-534-4444
Illegal dumping: 602-262-6251

https://www.phoenix.gov/nsdsite/Pages/Gated-Alley-Program.aspx
https://www.phoenix.gov/nsdsite/Pages/Gated-Alley-Program.aspx
https://www.phoenix.gov/nsdsite/Pages/Gated-Alley-Program.aspx
https://www.phoenix.gov/police/resources-information/neighborhood-patrol
https://www.phoenix.gov/police/resources-information/neighborhood-patrol
https://www.phoenix.gov/police/resources-information/neighborhood-patrol
mailto:willoblockwatch@gmail.com
mailto:willoblockwatch@gmail.com
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Our Neighborhood

IF YOU ARE A NEW RESIDENT 
of the Willo Historic District, you 
may not know much about the 
Willo Neighborhood Association 
and its Board of Directors; how-
ever, if you have visited the neigh-
borhood website, WILLOPHX.
COM, you may have learned a 
lot. The website contains links to 
both the Bylaws that govern the 
neighborhood association, and 
the Willo neighborhood’s official 
Conservation Plan. Both these 
documents make for interesting 
reading if you want to learn more 
about the neighborhood itself and 
the association.
HISTORY AND MEMBERSHIP 
The Willo Neighborhood Conser-
vation Plan created a Special Con-
servation District for our neigh-
borhood when it was approved by 
the Phoenix City Council in 1986. 
The neighborhood association 
exists to “promote and support” 
this plan, as stated in the by-
laws. The bylaws also dictate the 
rules establishing our 13-member 
board. They provide other details 
regarding neighborhood associ-
ation meetings, financials, and 
membership. Membership in the 
association is not automatic when 
you move into the neighborhood, 

and membership is not required 
to receive Inside Willo, attend 
association meetings, or go to 
neighborhood functions like hap-
py hours. Membership is required 
to vote, though, and it is required 
for all individuals running for and 
serving on the board. Membership 
is “opt-in,” meaning that residents 
must indicate that they would 
like to become a member of the 
Willo Neighborhood Association. 
This can be done by using either 
the online membership opt-in 
form or the paper opt-in form, 
the link can be found at the end 
of this article. Membership must 
be renewed annually to be valid. 
All memberships expire on De-
cember 31 and should be renewed 
each year in January, or whenever 
a new resident wants to establish 
membership during the year when 
they begin residence in Willo. Ac-
cording to the bylaws, member-
ship is open to any member who 
resides in the conservation plan’s 
boundaries, and who is of voting 
age (18), including renters. Mem-
bership is limited to four members 
per household.
MONEY AND MEETINGS 
The Willo Neighborhood Asso-
ciation is a 501(c)(6) non-profit 

organization whose budget plan 
runs from May 1 – April 30 each 
year. In the spring, the following 
year’s annual budget is present-
ed and approved by the board no 
later than the April meeting. Each 
month thereafter when a meeting 
occurs, the Treasurer prepares 
a report with an update on the 
budget, which is then reviewed by 
the board and generally approved. 
Neighborhood association meet-
ings happen each month, generally 
on the second Thursday evening, 
with the exception of July and 
August when the association does 
not meet. Typical agenda items 
at the meetings include reports 
from our Phoenix Police Depart-
ment’s Community Action Officer, 
updates on zoning issues in and 
around Willo, various requests 
from neighbors for the board to 
address a question or concern, and 
updates from committees. Unfor-
tunately, attendance at monthly 
neighborhood association meet-
ings is often low, although spirited 
discussion often occurs. If you ha-
ven’t done so, consider attending 
a neighborhood association meet-
ing. The meetings are both through 
ZOOM and in-person. The ZOOM 
link and meeting location is post-

WILLO 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION:  
WHY ARE WE HERE  

AND WHAT DO WE DO?
 BY NIKKI ARMSTRONG (GRANADA)
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Kids Club

Inside 

ed on the neighborhood Facebook 
page and willophx.com. Perhaps 
you will be inspired to run for a 
board position in the next election 
or volunteer on a committee. 
FUN AND WORK 
The biggest event in Willo each 
year is the Home Tour, which hap-
pens every February. Other fun 
things brought to you by the neigh-

borhood association are Kids Club 
events that focus on our youngest 
residents (and their parents), the 
monthly neighborhood happy 
hours and other events organized 
by the Social Committee, the holi-
day luminaria lining every street at 
the end of December, Block Watch, 
and this and every issue of Inside 
Willo magazine that is hand-deliv-

ered to your door by volunteers…
the list goes on and on. 

All of these fun things involve 
work to create them, so the neigh-
bors who get together to organize 
are appreciated. If you have ques-
tions about any of these events, 
please come to a neighborhood as-
sociation meeting, or contact your 
favorite board member.  ■ 

Willo Kids Club Events 
Coming Up

BY VALERIE LANE (LEWIS) 

PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS  
parents of Willo kids:  we need 
your help for our upcoming 
fiscal year of 2024/2025. We have 
a number of exciting events 
planned, and we believe that 
with your involvement, we can 
make them even more special. 
We will be working closely 
with Block Watch for our big 
Halloween event in October, 
and we would be delighted to 
see parent and grandparent 

involvement in this event as 
well.   Your contribution, no 
matter how big or small, will 
make a difference. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you are 
interested in volunteering or 
planning any additional events. 
 
Here are some  
events to plan for  
the following year: 
F Kids Gym at Trifit Wellness- 
August or September 

FHalloween Extravaganza - TBD, 
but most likely October 26th, 
2024 
FBike Ride with Phoenix Spokes 
People - December (Please note 
this is not a WKC event, but we 
love joining in and helping to 
promote it) 
FWillo Home Tour 
Booth- February 16th, 2025 
FSpring Fling in the Park - April 
13th, 2025 ■  

Kids Club will join forces with Block Watch for one  
more event this month! A flyer with all the details is  
included in this issue. Also, please look for information  
on Facebook and Instagram. 

HELPFUL LINKS ON WILLOPHX.COM
WILLO NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION BYLAWS: 

https://willophx.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Willo-Bylaws-2021_Approved-6_10_21.pdf
WILLO NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PLAN: 

https://willophx.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/willo-conservation-plan.pdf
ONLINE MEMBERSHIP OPT-IN FORM: 

https://willophx.com/membership-opt-in-form/ 

ttps://willophx.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Willo-Bylaws-2021_Approved-6_10_21.pdf
https://willophx.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/willo-conservation-plan.pdf 
https://willophx.com/membership-opt-in-form/ 
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Serving the Great State of Arizona  
for OVER 42 YEARS!

Financing Available
90 Days Same as Cash www.gonzaleshc.com

gonzaleshtandcl@aol.com

Se Habla Español
R.O.C. C39R#52793

L39 #075927

20% OFF
All Service

Calls

Swim Lessons | Lifeguarding | Swim Parties
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Pools in Willo 

THE WARM WEATHER HAS 
arrived, and pool season is offi-
cially open! In Arizona, drowning 
is sadly the number one cause 
of death for children aged one 
through four, and you must take 
safety measures around the water 
seriously.

1 ASSIGN A WATER 
WATCHER 
Have a capable adult or cer-

tified lifeguard assigned to watch 
the water. Rotate or move loca-
tions every 15 to 20 minutes to 
avoid watching fatigue.

Ask water watchers to put away 
all distractions, such as electronic 
devices and books.

Water watchers should scan 
the bottom and keep count of 
everyone in the group, not just 
children.

2 CREATE A SAFE 
SPACE
Enclose your pool with a 

self-closing, self-locking fence, re-
tractable cover, or net with 4” or 
less openings.

When near a pool, lock gates 
each time someone enters or exits. 
Never prop a gate open.

Move outdoor furniture inside 
the fence to prevent children from 
using it to climb over.

When not using the pool, re-
move any toys from the area that 
might attract kids.

Lock doors and windows and 
secure dog doors that lead to pools. 

3BECOME WATER 
SAFE
Learn how to perform 

CPR on infants, children, and 
adults. Knowing can save lives.

Teach all kids to swim at an ap-
propriate age and remember that 
it’s NEVER too late for adults to 
learn how to swim.

 Don’t depend on floating toys; 
they are not designed to save lives. 

4 KNOW THE POOL 
RULES 
No Diving in the Shallow 

End-  Only dive in designated ar-
eas, and never dive into an above-
ground pool. Diving injuries can 
have a lifetime of consequences.

No Roughhousing  - Drowning 
accidents can occur during rough 
play in the pool, especially with 
young children. No jumping on 
each other in the pool or holding 

anyone underwater.
Don’t play around Drains and 

Covers  -  Never play near drains 
or suctions. Entrapments occur 
when someone or something be-
comes stuck to these drains or 
suctions and pose a serious dan-
ger to young children who are too 
small to break away. If you are a 
pool owner, inspect your drains 
and covers regularly to ensure 
proper function.

Never Swim Alone - No one 
should swim alone, and children 
should never be left unsupervised 
in a pool, even if they are proven 
accomplished swimmers. Drown-
ing accidents are vastly more 
likely to occur when the victim is 
alone or unsupervised.

Walk, Don’t Run - Slipping can 
lead to serious injuries or falling 
and slipping into the water un-
conscious. ■

SAFETY FIRST:  
Must-Know Pool 
Safety Tips BY SARAH BRADLEY  (WILSHIRE) // 

ADAPTED FROM SRP 
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Real Estate 

Real estate information provided by  
Bradley B. Brauer, Broker's Hub Realty.  All figures  
as of 05/16/2024. Information provided by Arizona  
Regional Multiple Listing Service and is listed by 
individual brokers.  For more information, please 
contact the listing agent, one of our advertising 
realtors or your real estate professional.

Active,  
Pending,  
& Sold  
Listing
ADDRESS	 STATUS	 PRICE

5526 W Wilshire	 ACTIVE	 $599,000 
536 W Windsor	 ACTIVE	 $745,000 
517 W Holly	 ACTIVE	 $824,000 
541 W Windsor	 ACTIVE	 $850,000 
525 W Granada Rd	 ACTIVE	 $1,180,000 
309 W Encanto	 ACTIVE	 $1,190,000 
345 W Wilshire	 ACTIVE	 $1,195,000 
73 W Lewis	 ACTIVE	 $1,600,000 
		
62 W Wilshire	 PENDING	 $650,000 
505 W Edgemont	 PENDING	 $699,000 
 139 W Coronado	 PENDING	 $1,225,000 
		
329 W Lewis	 SOLD	 $590,000 
542 W Cypress	 SOLD	 $618,900 
38 W Edgemont	 SOLD	 $695,000 
518 W Holly	 SOLD	 $710,000  
502 W Monte Vista	 SOLD	 $900,000

ACTIVE! 

PENDING! 

SOLD!

b e n j a m i n  t a y l o r
 car accident or injury?

call us! 

p h o n e :  ( 6 0 2 )  4 0 3 - 0 2 1 2
t a y l o r g o m e z l a w. c o m

W I L L O P H X . C O M
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GENE NANCE HAS LIVED 
in the same house on Palm Lane 
for 75 years!  His mother brought 
him here in 1945 when he was 
in the 3rd grade so he could 
go to Kenilworth Elementary 
School.   When he got ready for 
high school, there was a brand-
new school for people north of 
McDowell, so Gene got to go to 
North High, where he studied 
with the children of prominent 
Phoenix merchants of the time.   
His schoolmates were from the 
families of the Goldwaters, Ko-
ricks, Diamonds, and Rosens-
weigs, all owning large stores 
downtown.

North High was consid-
ered “way out” of town in the for-
ties.  Gene recounts a story about 
St. Joseph’s Hospital and its move 
from downtown.  People were in-
credulous that it was built at its 
current location.  They were heard 
to complain, “Why did they put it 
out there so far? How are the sick 
people even going to be able to get 
there!”

Gene said the Willo neighbor-
hood has had its ups and downs, 
but it has always been a friendly 
place, close to everything, and his 
house is comfortable and cool. It 
was one of the first ones in the 
neighborhood to have air condi-
tioning installed in 1949.   Most 
houses had evaporation coolers 
using hose water and a fan blow-
ing damp fiber on the roof to keep 
it somewhat cool.  

Gene served in the Army in the 
Korean War and was the thrifty 
guy in the battalion who always 

had money when other soldiers 
(or even officers) needed a loan.   
He said he made a lot of money on 
the other  soldier’s  self-imposed 
usury-level interest. (He’d  loan 
someone $10 and ask what the guy 
would pay him on payday--$15 was 

the standard response and he’d say 
okay.)  Gene is still the thrifty guy 
and was always the voice of fru-
gality on the Willo Neighborhood 
Board for over 20 years.

After being discharged from 
the Army in California, Gene 
returned to Phoenix and the 
bungalow on Palm Lane. He got 
a job managing the Party Time 
Liquor Store at the corner of 
Osborne and 7th Ave. When the 
owner tried to move into the Ba-
sha’s  (now Sprouts) plaza across 
the street, they  wouldn’t  rent to 
a liquor store because the local 
grocery giant wanted to retain the 
competitive advantage relative to 
alcohol sales. 

Gene frequented many local 
eateries, including one of the 

first  Bob’s  Big Boy restaurants 
in Arizona at the corner of Cen-
tral and Thomas and the Gold-
en Drumstick down the block. 
However, his favorite haunt 
was  Durant’s. Jack Durant was 
always holding court at the bar, 
and liquid libations lubricated the 
negotiations of State Senators, 
local political leaders, and legis-
lators for policy affecting people 
throughout the state. He ate there 
almost every day for lunch.  It was 
a hearty fare of salad, entrée, veg-
etables, and dessert for 99 cents.  
Unfortunately, following the 
COVID-19 pandemic,  Durant’s  is 
no longer open for lunch.

The destruction of a good num-
ber of the big mansions on Central 
Ave. which started to encroach on 
the smaller homes in Willo was 
alarming to Gene and many other 
Willo residents in the 80s. That 
is why he worked to recruit his 
neighbors on Palm Lane to sign 
the petition to make Willo an His-
toric Preservation District.

Today, Gene continues to 
serve the people of Phoenix.   He 
rides his bicycle each day to the 
Salvation Army Senior Center, 
where he helps the cook package 
up meals for seniors who need 
them.    He’s  the oldest person 
there, but he offers his helping 
hand 5 days a week to others in 
need.  

Gene also has extended a 
standing invitation to any Willo 
resident to join him for wine on 
his porch any afternoon.  He sup-
plies the wine-you just bring the 
company!  Who can resist?  ■  

BY JANICE O'ROURKE (CYPRESS) 

Gene Nance and His Irresistible 
Invitation to Willo Residents

A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  W I L L O  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I A T I O N

M A Y  2 0 1 6

ON PALM LANE

MEET 
❝MR. WILLO❞

GET READY

CINCO DE MAYO 
IN WILLO!

FAA

COMMUNITY 
FUNDRAISERS TO 

PUSH FAA
SUMMER

KEEP YOUR CHILD 
LEARNING ALL 

SUMMER LONG
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